
Kenneth Gordon "Ken" Whitmyer, son of John Freeman (1910-1999) 
and Naomi E. (Wilkins) (1910-2004) Whitmyer, was born 22 My 1944, 
Ingham County, Michigan.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken graduated from Okemos High School in 
1962.   
 
Both of his parents, John and Naomi, were 
1928 OHS graduates. 
 
In 2017 Ken wrote, "After high school I 
slowly entered into community college and 
later graduated from Ferris. I was drafted 
into the Army and returned from Vietnam 
and was discharged in 1969. I started work 
for Consumers Energy in Traverse City.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lansing State Journal, Aug 16, 1987 
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Through my 
brother, I met 
Karen, who 
became my wife 
in 1970. “ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Petoskey News Review, June 10, 1970 



Following moves to Battle Creek, 
Jackson, Lansing and back to Jackson, 
I completed 33 years with the 
company, retiring in 2002. “ 
 
 
 
 

Both of our girls were born in Battle Creek."  
 

 
 
 
"Karen and I enjoy retirement by volunteering at Sparrow Hospital and 
another hospital in Gilbert, AZ (when we are there in the winter). I also do 
substitute teaching at Okemos High School when we are in town. We also 
follow the grandchildren: two in Haslett and two in Vienna, VA." 
 
"My parents and sister Nancy have passed away. I still have both brothers 
here in Michigan." 
 
After serving in Vietnam, Ken returned to Michigan and enrolled at Ferris 
State University.  While working towards a degree he met and married 
Karen R. English on 6 June 1970.  

Lansing State Journal, Dec 8, 1994 

Lansing State Journal, Jun 19, 1990 



 Ken in 1970 began his lifetime employment career with Consumers Power 
(Consumers Energy). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After celebrating 50 years of 
marriage and 2 children together, 
Ken died 3 December 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lansing State Journal, Feb 27, 2011 



Obituary from Gorsline Runicman Funeral Homes, East Lansing. 
Kenneth G. Whitmyer 
 
Haslett - Kenneth G. Whitmyer, 76, passed away on Thursday, December 
3, 2020 in Lansing. A graduate of Okemos High School and Ferris State 
University, Ken served in the Army during the Vietnam War and retired 
from Consumer's Power after 32 years of service. In retirement, he worked 
as a substitute teacher at his old alma mater, Okemos High School. 
 
Ken was a volunteer at Sparrow Hospital, a 
member of the Haslett-Okemos Rotary Club, 
and a longtime member for Faith Lutheran 
Church in Okemos. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, 
John F. and Naomi (Wilkins) Whitmyer; and 
his sister, Nancy Bengston. 
 
He will be loving remembered by his wife, 
Karen (Hakola) Whitmyer; daughters, Heidi 
(Les) Bowers and Gretchen (Col. Joseph) 
Galvin; grandchildren, Kadin and Brielle 
Bowers, Hunter and Brody Galvin; and 
brothers, John I. and Donald Whitmyer. 
 
A Private Family Service will be held with a 
burial to follow at Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly, Michigan. 
 
Memorials may be made in Ken's honor to Faith Lutheran Church, 4515 
Dobie Rd, Okemos, MI 48864 or to Hospice House of Mid-Michigan through 
the Sparrow Foundation, 1322 E. Michigan Avenue, Suite 204, Lansing, MI 
48909. 
 
The family is being served by Gorsline Runciman Funeral Homes, East 
Chapel. Online condolences may be expressed at www.greastlansing.com. 
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